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We regret to find such a charge made by a gentleman holding so high and 
responsible a position in our profession as Professor Miller, and one who, by his 
talents and industry, has won for himself so fair a reputation. Admit the posi¬ 
tion he has assumed as correct, and we at once destroy the value of statistics in 
the settlement of any disputed medical question. And we would suggest that, if 
there is any weight in the accusation brought against Drs. Lee and West as to 
the “ einseitig und unrechtig” manner in which their observations have been 
made and reported, the same accusation may with equal force be brought 
against the authority of Professor Miller’s statements in regard to the result of 
his own examinations of the os and cervix uteri, in females labouring under 
sexual complaints; for we have no more evidence of prejudice on the part of 
either Dr. Lee or Dr. West, in regard to their views of uterine pathology, than 
we have of prejudice on his part in regard to his. 

Let us have some faith in medical testimony. Though we may be forced to 
point out, in the statistics furnished us in support of one or other side of a 
disputed question, their inconclusiveness, in consequence of their limited cha¬ 
racter; their deficiency in various important points; their irrelevance to the 
question at issue; or their entire disagreement with others of a more extended, 
accurate, detailed, or relevant character, let us not doubt the honesty and good 
faith of those from whom they have emanated—especially when we know them 
to be distinguished and reputable members of the profession. 

We confess that we have failed to detect any evidence of a partisan character 
in the Croonian lectures of Dr. West; they certainly exhibit much less of a par¬ 
tisan spirit than the lectures in reply of Professor Miller. Dr. West’s mode of 
conducting the investigation of the pathological importance of ulceration of the 
os uteri may be shown to be erroneous, his reasoning defective, and all his 
conclusions false; hut, from neither the language nor general tone of his lec¬ 
tures, have we any ground for inferring that he undertook the inquiry they are 
intended to elucidate with any bias for or against the views at which he has 
arrived, or for any other object than to arrive at truth. 

It is not our intention to take any part in the controversy which has given 
rise to the lectures of Drs. West and Miller. We have made, it is true, quite 
a number of examinations, with the speculum, of the os and cervix uteri in 
females labouring under sexual diseases, and in others in whom we were led 
to suspect some affection of the lower portion of the womb ; and in these exami¬ 
nations we have often detected unquestionable inflammation and ulceration, or 
hypertrophy of its neck and mouth ; nevertheless, judging from our own exami¬ 
nations, and those at which we have assisted in patients under the care of other 
physicians, we have arrived at the conclusion that the frequency of inflamma¬ 
tion and ulceration of these parts has been greatly exaggerated. Mere epi¬ 
thelial abrasions have unquestionably been taken for ulcerations, and a 
relaxed and engorged condition of the cervix for a state of chronic inflamma¬ 
tion and enlargement—of the non-dependence of these abrasions and engorge¬ 
ments upon inflammation, we feel fully satisfied. Although of themselves of 
secondary importance, yet we cannot but view the condition of the cervix 
uteri under which these most commonly occur, as one demanding the closest 
attention on the part of the practitioner. We are far, however, from consider¬ 
ing it to be one in which the application of the nitrate of silver, or any other 
caustic, will be found generally beneficial or curative. D. F. C. 


Art. XXI .—On the Construction , Organization, and General Arrangements of 
Hospitals for the Insane. By Thomas S. Kirkbride, M. D., Physician to the 
Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane. Philadelphia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 
1854. 8vo., pp. 80. 

No other class of men in our country, not even professional architects, have 
so generally made the structure of buildings for the accommodation and treat- 
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ment of the insane a subject of study, as the superintendents of the several 
hospitals of that description ; and, of these, no one has investigated it with 
more assiduity, or more thoroughly, than Dr. Kirkbride. A “ residence of 
sixteen years among the insane, in three different institutions, the last thirteen 
of the time being in immediate superintendence of that with which he is con¬ 
nected, and the care of more than 2,700 patients under very varied circum¬ 
stances, joined to a familiarity with the defects as well as the advantages of a 
majority of the American Hospitals,” have given him opportunities enjoyed by 
but few to make himself familiar with all the necessities, both material and 
moral, to the proper treatment of the subjects of mental alienation. He has 
not neglected those opportunities, and the results of his researches, observa¬ 
tions, and reflections are now before us, in what we venture to pronounce the 
best and most nearly perfect work of the kind which has ever been produced. 

The subject is treated as if this proposition had been laid before the author 
for demonstration: Given ; two hundred and fifty unhoused insane persons, one- 
half of each sex, and all of such classes and conditions as are admitted into our 
State hospitals ; that is, part pay patients and part paupers, part curable and 
part incurable, and including among them all forms and degrees of the disease ; 
that combination of the means and facilities for their treatment required which 
shall be most effective towards the attainment of the ends, primarily and para- 
mountly, of restoration to health of the curable, and the greatest comfort, and 
bodily and mental improvement of the incurable; and secondarily, and so far 
subordinate^ as not to infringe upon the former, the best economy of pecuniary 
expenditure. 

He has answered it by giving a plan of a building, with illustrations of the 
architecture, both external and internal; remarks upon the site, the amount of 
land, supply of water, drainage and inclosures ; descriptions of the general 
arrangements of the buildings, the cellar, materials of the walls, plastering, 
roof, floors, doors, locks, stairs, windows, bath-rooms, water-closets, sinks, 
dust-flues, dumb-waiters, speaking-tubes, baking, washing, drying, and ironing 
arrangements, and many other things which need not here be mentioned in 
detail. 

No subject of importance in the construction of the buildings is left unno¬ 
ticed in the first part of the essay. The second part is devoted to “ Organiza¬ 
tion and General Arrangements.” Here is an exposition of the duties of the 
Trustees, the Treasurer, the Physician and Assistant Physicians, the Steward, 
Matron, Chaplain, and Consulting Physicians, as well as of all the subordinate 
employees properly appertaining to the establishment. Among the other sub¬ 
jects discussed are the following, viz. residence of the physician ; hospital 
furniture ; classification of patients ; should curables and incurables be sepa¬ 
rated ? separation of the sexes; restraint and seclusion; labour, out-door exer¬ 
cise, and amusements ; means of extinguishing fire; supervision of hospitals 
for the insane; provision for insane criminals ; visitors ; admission of patients; 
importance of a correct nomenclature. 

An appendix contains the “ Propositions relative to the Construction and 
Organization of Hospitals for the Insane,” which have been adopted and issued 
by “ The Association of Medical Superintendents of American Institutions for 
the Insane.” 

From what has been said, it may readily and correctly be inferred that, for 
all who are in any way connected with institutions contemplated in it, this 
book is full of interesting matter, and that to all who are about to be engaged 
in the construction of a hospital for the insane, it will be indispensable. 

Nor is its scope thus limited. The trustees, managers, architects, and offi¬ 
cers of general hospitals, prisons, institutions for the blind, for deaf-mutes, or 
for orphans—in short, of any large public establishment intended for the 
accommodation of numerous inmates, may find much in it which will not only 
interest, but instruct. 

The very nature of the essay precludes the possibility of utility from the 
garbled extracts which might be embodied in so brief a notice as that to which 
we are limited. An elaborate review alone could do it justice. AVe commend 
the work itself to all who might be interested in such a review. P. E. 



